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1. How are visual techniques used to develop the relationship between characters in Run Lola Run?

2. Discuss how the distinctively visual conveys distinctive experiences in Run Lola Run.
3. Discuss how the composer uses distinctively visual techniques to shape meaning and affect interpretation.

Standard course: Module A

	Discuss how the composer uses distinctively visual techniques to shape meaning and affect interpretation.


	· ‘Experience through Language’ 
· ‘This module requires students to explore the uses of a particular aspect of language. It develops students’ awareness of language and helps them understand how our perceptions of and relationships with others and the world are shaped in written, spoken and visual language.’ 


	Elective 2: Distinctively Visual
· In their responding and composing students explore the ways the images we see in texts are created. Students consider how the forms and language of different texts create these images, affect interpretation and shape meaning. 



	Distinctive Elements

	· Digitised cinema and hypermedia (characterised by mixing sound, text, graphic, video and 35 mm film). This upsets our very notion of realism – questioning the epistemological status of the image
· Multimedia – creates narrative upheaval that destabilised, or subverts, stereotypical gender identities, and traditional power relations for the creation of a powerful heroine.


	


	Genre

	· Full length music video
· Video game
· Road movie – the tradition of moving from a beginning to an end. Like Thelma and Louise, Lola defies conventions and ends up without a place to go back into (unlike Thelma and Louise, she has 100 000 marks and hope at the end, but she has also become the submissive female again)
· Gangster – Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels and other Guy Riche films that were popular at the time.
· Action – Hollywood action films in particular – pace (editing) and shots are stolen from this genre
· Slapstick – the glass pane in particular (ambulance)
· Speculative fiction – a typical ‘what if’ storyline.


	Discuss how the composer uses distinctively visual techniques to shape meaning and affect interpretation.
By blending various genres, the composer captures the experience of living in the post-modern world without clear boundaries and categories.



	Characterisation
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	· Has control of dialogue
· Red hair – out of place, punk, Pipi Longstocking 
· Out of place in Berlin
· Costume defies femininity
· Tattoos defy her class
· Doc martins are purposeful and powerful.
· She is given space in shot composition to develop
· mid shots
· Parallel


	Discuss how the composer uses distinctively visual techniques to shape meaning and affect interpretation.
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	· Irrational, quick editing
· Close ups
· Stressed dialogue
· High-angles
· Titled camera
· Shots are confining.


	


	Symbolism in Run Lola Run
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Symbol, also called emblem, communicates a fact or an idea or stands for an object. Some symbols, such as flags and stop signs, are visual. Others, including music and spoken words, involve sounds. Symbols rank among our oldest and most basic inventions.

Uses of symbols. Individuals, nations, and organizations use symbols every day. Symbols also play an important part in religious life. People throughout the world have agreed on certain symbols that serve as a shorthand for recording and recalling information. Every branch of science, for example, has its own system of symbols. Astronomy uses a set of ancient symbols to identify the sun, the moon, the planets, and the stars. In mathematics, Greek letters and other symbols make up an abbreviated language. Other symbols appear in such fields as commerce, engineering, medicine, packaging, and transportation. Since the 1930's, many nations have been working together to create a system of road and traffic signs that could be universally understood.

All countries have official or unofficial national symbols. A flag or an anthem may symbolize a nation. Familiar symbols of the United States include Uncle Sam and the Statue of Liberty. Symbols for other countries include the maple leaf for Canada, John Bull for England, and the fleur-de-lis for France. Many political parties use symbols for identification. In the United States, a donkey symbolizes the Democratic Party, and an elephant represents the Republican Party.

Most religions use symbols to represent their beliefs. The cross symbolizes Christ's death and all Christian beliefs. The Star of David represents Jewish teachings.

Many rituals have a symbolic nature. Such symbolic acts include coronations, inaugurations, military salutes, and religious sacraments.

Symbols with different meanings. Several societies may use the same symbols, but these symbols may stand for different things. In many societies, for example, the color red symbolizes war and violence. But this color also has other meanings. In China, red represents marriage. Among American Indians, it stands for the East. Red symbolizes life in the Shinto religion of Japan, but in France it represents law schools.

A symbol has only the meaning that people have given it. Even a powerful symbol can lose its meaning if the society dishonors or ignores it for a period of time. Throughout early history, many people considered the swastika a good luck charm. But in 1920, the Nazi Party of Germany adopted it as its symbol. The swastika came to represent the Nazi attempt to conquer Europe. Today, it ranks as one of the most hated symbols in history.

	Spiral – spirals have one entrance and one fate. There is a destination. Ancient European symbol of a pathway through life (and various other meanings)
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	Square/boxes – Manni often looks at boxes, is filmed in boxes. Boxes/squares represent trapped narrative/characters.
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	Circle – trapped in a cycle, inescapable route. Also represents time. Lola shatters both time and the inescapable path.
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	Crossing lines, converging lines, diverging lines, intersecting lines – Lola runs down paths, along lines, across lines, and eventually ends up at an intersection, which represents her freedom to choose her future/ending.


	


	The mediums used in Run Lola Run
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	· Title sequence is structured like a video game. The player moves through a tunnel, attacking obstacles, going through several levels to the character introduction sequence. This mirrors the film – the film follows an avatar through a particular game, at which she fails two times, but succeeds the third attempt.
·  – at the beginning of each sequence. This is how Lola’s mother views her – a character on the TV – no real connection between the two women. Also used as a trick to confirm to the viewer that the flight is beginning again. The shot preceding the animated is exactly the same (the only extended shot to repeat unchanged in the film) which implies the static nature of the mother, but also reminds the audience of the original problem of the film.
Animated clock
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	Video is the technology of electronically capturing, recording, processing, storing, transmitting, and reconstructing a sequence of still images representing scenes in motion.
Shots are:
· handheld,
· poorly lit,
· have an amateur quality to them,
almost as though they are a hidden camera, peering into a part of a story we’re not meant to know.
Helps to highlight the distasteful nature of her father’s affair. This in turn allows us to like Lola, and to want her to get the money, which seems to be a far worse crime than adultery in modern day society.
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35mm film



	35 mm film – used for Lola and Manni, shows that the visuals are richer when they are present. HYPER REALITY
Shots are:
· Cinematic in quality
· Steady (either dolly/tracking, steadicam, tripod or cherry-picker (aerial boom)
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	35 mm flashbacks
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	35 mm fantasy sequences – red tinted


	Red tinted fantasy sequences
· Discuss the nature of their love
· In a liminal state between life and death
· Similar to a dark room for developing photography, or the womb (before birth) – whichever way you take it, the symbolism still gives the impression that Lola has not red reached her potential.


	Photographs for flashforwards 
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	Photographs – flashforwards are still images accompanied by:
· the whine of a flash lightbulb (students won’t identify this, so tell them!)
· The sound of an SLR camera shutter
· White flashes between shots which are symbolic of the visions Lola is receiving.
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	Postcards


	Postcards – used to show
· the possibilities of the homeless man’s use of the money. 
· Connotations of a postcard reflect happy times and jealousy of the person receiving them!


	


	Post-Modern Elements

	Prefabricated shots – part of post-modern construction of meaning
Japanese world record for dominoes – a sense of urgency and anticipation created for audience, also references fulfilling a fate (predestination)
· ‘Whatever Lola Wants, Lola Gets’ – Dinah Shore
· ‘What a Difference a Day Makes’
· TS Eliot’s ‘Four Quartets’ muses on choice and chance
· Sepp Herberger ‘The ball is round, the game lasts 90 minutes…everything else is theory’ & ‘After the game is before the game’ – famous coach who led Germany to victory in 1954 World Cup – a momentous occasion for West Germany.
· Pipi Longstocking (Pipi Langstrumpf) – red hair and attitude is borrowed from this European children’s book character.



	Techniques and Themes

	Nature of memory
· Flashbacks B&W
· Memory is visual – shots of different characters as they are mentioned
· No sound except dialogue and music
· Shots are protracted and vary between long and medium rather than the close 
· Economically set up story, and juxtaposed shots help guide the audience’s reaction



	Nature of a protagonist
· Superpowers – glass-shattering scream, ability to predict the future which turns into an intimidation stare, slows time down, has the healing touch
· Subject to the whims of the director? Lola rejects the omnipresent director that most action-heroes bow to, instead says ‘Stop’ and everything restarts
· Self-defining: Lola is able to restart the game, pause and extend time, speed up time, change fate
· Rebels against society: costume, but the decision to break rules doesn’t come easily to her – desperation, and she learns 
· Rebels against her father: this is a coming-of-age piece about a daughter fighting her father’s authority, and the various routes she can go on that. Also deals with issues of abandonment by a father, inappropriate behaviour by a father.



	

	Chaos Theory – which includes the Butterfly Effect

· A small difference in the initial conditions make vast differences in the subsequent behaviour of the system.

· In this case, Lola’s choice on the stairs of her apartment cause massive differences in the lives of others (the visionary photographs) and also in the way the future unravels for her.

Filmic techniques:

· Snapshots of the future

· Juxtaposition of repeated shots with new shots

· Laying of sound, image and repeated dialogue (from the mouths of others)

· The beginning titles at first look like chaos, but when the pattern is viewed from far enough above, there is purpose and reason behind everyone’s movements.

· But is this really The Butterfly Effect? Whilst small incidentals seem to change due to Lola’s choice on the staircase, there is also a sense of self-determination defeating fate.
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	Family

· Middle class punk alienated from parent’s generation

· Lola and Manni 

· Role of a father

· Role of legitimate children

Filmic techniques:

· Set decoration

· Split screen

· Use of video vs 35mm

Shot composition

	


