Class Structure

1. Write out the poem “Futility” once from memory (in a notebook or a scrap piece of paper)

2. Read the poem again and add your ideas 

	Futility


	http://www.youtube.com/watch?gl=GB&hl=en-GB&v=o5C2COCbxak
by Wilfred Owen
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	Move 
him into the sun - 
Gently 
its touch awoke him once,
At home, whispering of fields unsown
.
Always it woke him, even in France,
Until this morning and this snow.
If anything might rouse him now
The kind old sun will know.

Think how it wakes the seeds
, - 
Woke, once, the clays of a cold star
.
Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides,
Full-nerved -still warm -too hard to stir
?
Was it for this the clay grew tall?
- O what made fatuous 
sunbeams toil
To break earth's sleep at all?



3. Read the following text

	Ecclesiastes 1

Everything Is Meaningless 

 1 The words of the Teacher, [a] son of David, king in Jerusalem: 

 2 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" 
       says the Teacher. 
       "Utterly meaningless! 
       Everything is meaningless." 

 3 What does man gain from all his labor 
       at which he toils under the sun? 

 4 Generations come and generations go, 
       but the earth remains forever. 

 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, 
       and hurries back to where it rises. 

 6 The wind blows to the south 
       and turns to the north; 
       round and round it goes, 
       ever returning on its course. 

 7 All streams flow into the sea, 
       yet the sea is never full. 
       To the place the streams come from, 
       there they return again. 

 8 All things are wearisome, 
       more than one can say. 
       The eye never has enough of seeing, 
       nor the ear its fill of hearing. 

 9 What has been will be again, 
       what has been done will be done again; 
       there is nothing new under the sun. 

 10 Is there anything of which one can say, 
       "Look! This is something new"? 
       It was here already, long ago; 
       it was here before our time. 

 11 There is no remembrance of men of old, 
       and even those who are yet to come 
       will not be remembered 
       by those who follow.




4. Compare and contrast the text above with “Futility”

5. Begin writing an essay on “Futility” responding to the questions below – write an introduction and one body paragraph – e-mail it at the end of class

6. When finished write a paragraph about:

	Parable of the Old Man and the Young 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gz1sXwp3V2I
So Abram rose, and clave
 the wood, and went,

And took the fire with him, and a knife.

And as they sojourned 
both of them together,

Isaac the first-born spake and said, My Father,

Behold the preparations, fire and iron,

But where the lamb for this burnt-offering?

Then Abram bound the youth with belts and straps,

and builded parapets
 and trenches there,

And stretchèd forth the knife to slay his son.

When lo! an angel called him out of heaven,

Saying, Lay not thy hand upon the lad,

Neither do anything to him. Behold,

A ram, caught in a thicket by its horns;

Offer the Ram of Pride instead of him.

But the old man would not so, but slew his son,

And half the seed of Europe, one by one.

 

Wilfred Owen



Essay Structure
Question:
Choose one of the following questions:
1. How does Wilfred Owen use language to convey the horrors and suffering of war?

In your response discuss at least TWO of his poems.

2. "Great poetry reveals truths that are difficult to accept." 

Discuss this statement with reference to at least TWO of Wilfred Owen’s poems.

	Introduction- Answer the question with some information about the poems you will discuss.

· List the two or three main points that will be used in the essay – Three points about Owen’s poetry.
Point 1:

Point 2:

Point 3:


	


	Body Paragraph 1:

 Introduce the main point of the paragraph (it is listed in the introduction.  
Point 1:

- Provide an example from the text – identify language technique and state effect

- Explain how the example relates to the outsider theme

	


	Body Paragraph 2 (character)

- Introduce the main point of the paragraph (it is listed in the introduction. 

Point 2:

- Provide an example from the text – identify language technique and state effect

- Explain how the example relates to the question


	

	Body Paragraph 3 (tragic hero)

· Introduce the main point of the paragraph (it is listed in the introduction.

Point 3:

Provide an example from the text – identify language technique and state effect

- Explain how the example relates to the outsider theme

	

	Conclusion

- List the points you used in the body

- Answer the question again.


	


�1. lack of effectiveness or success


2. lack of purpose or meaning


3. something futile





�Imperative mood


Lieutenant


�Gently – adverb changes tone


Allegorical?


The sun was gentle and woke him in England


Or is this an allegory for man – remember – “Disabled” – represents all England – story of creation


�Sow: To scatter (seed) over the ground for growing.


unsown


(of a piece of ground) not have a crop sown on it; "farmland still unsown"


�Technique:





�The sun gives life to seeds – nurtures it





�The sun (G-d) gave life to the earth (the clays)


�Bewildered looking at a man who is freshly dead.  Why can’t he stir?


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.thefreedictionary.com/foolish" �foolish� - devoid of good sense or judgment; "foolish remarks"; "a foolish decision"





Why were we even created?





�To split with or as if with a sharp instrument. See Synonyms at � HYPERLINK "http://www.thefreedictionary.com/tear" �tear�1.


�A temporary stay; a brief period of residence.


� fortification consisting of a low wall


�
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